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lage we trotted at a smart pace, and
finding a man asleep on a "charpoy"
outside his hut, we roused -him up,
and started him at a run out of the
place and into the open fields almost
before he had time to wake. We then
explained matters to him and offered
him a reward if he conducted us safely
to the bridge, with the alternative of
something quite different if he led us
into any trap.
We found that we had, after all, come
pretty straight, and were within a 'mile
or two of the river. At the bridge we
dismissed our guide with the promised
reward; and as dawn was now breaking
I went on to the Fort and sought the
General's quarters, not without trepida-
tion ; for now that cool reflection had
time to sit in judgment on hot impulse,
I was not quite certain in what light our
proceedings would strike that redoubt-
able officer, and what measure of allow-
ance he would make for the rather lame
excuse which I had to offer for not hav-
ing obeyed Colonel Macdonell's instruc-